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Introduction

Methodological Pluralism in Economics: A

Feminist-Interpretative and Participatory Approach

• Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA)

• International Development

• Political Science

• Labour Market Economics

• Behavioural Economics

• Feminist Science

• Social Economics

• Community Economies

• Participatory Action Research

• Community-Based Research



What is Qualitative Research? 

Using non-numeric forms of data or empirical evidence 

To answer questions that begin with:

Why? How? In which way(s)?

Quantitative Research provides responses to the questions of: 

How many? How often? To what extent? 

Qualitative data collection:

• Interviews

• Focus groups

• Observations & ethnographies

• Case studies

Qualitative data analysis:

• Content and thematic analysis 

• Grounded theory

• (Critical) discourse analysis
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Positivist → Post-Positivist

O’Leary, Z. (p. 99, 2004). The Essential Guide to Doing Research. SAGE.



Expectations & Assessment

Preparation

Attendance

Communication

Creativity & Criticality → be careful with AI

Course Credits:

Weekly tasks: answering questions, writing article reviews

Groupwork: preparing a presentation or interactive session

Final research proposals: due 31st of August 2025



Moodle

Gesellschaftswissenschaften > Sozioökonomie > Qualitative Methods: 

Theory & Practice

Course short name: Qual Methods_SS 2025

Enrolment Key: April_2025

Every week: new task available after class, to be completed before the 

next class

Please upload a photo to your profile!



Week Date Topic Activity

1 7th April Introduction Presentation

2 14th April Qualitative Methods in Economics No Class

3 21st April Public Holiday Easter Monday

4 28th April Research Design Presentation

5 5th May Philosophy and Theory Presentation

6 12th May Case Studies Presentation

7 19th May Interviews Role-playing semi-structured interviews

8 26th May Focus Groups - NS Mock focus group discussion

9 2nd June Ethnography Mini-fieldwork exercise

10 9th June Public Holiday Pentecost Monday

11 16th June Content Analysis Collaborative coding exercise

12 23rd June Grounded Theory Inductive interview coding

13 30th June Mixed & Multiple Methods Presentation

14 7th July Research Design Revisited No Class

15 14th July Research Proposal Preparation Presentation

Preliminary Syllabus
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